FRANKLIN Meeting Agenda

TEMNESSEE

Civil War Historical

Commission

City of Franklin

109 3 Ave S
Franklin, TN 37064
(615) 791-3217

Thursday, May 11, 2023 8:00 AM

Board Room

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUCEMENTS
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Consideration Of Approval Of Minutes

NEW BUSINESS

2. Consideration of Williamson Remembers Historical Markers.

Sponsors:
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

3. COF Historic Parks Audio Tour

Sponsors: Kelly Dannenfelser, Emily Huffer
4. U.S. Line Markers

Sponsors: Kelly Dannenfelser, Emily Huffer

5.  Historic Wayfinding Signs

Sponsors: Kelly Dannenfelser, Emily Huffer
COMMISSIONER ANNOUCEMENTS

ADJOURN

Anyone needing accommodations due to disabilities please contact the ADA Coordinator at 615-791-3277 at least 24 hours prior to

the meeting.
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109 3 Ave S

CIty Of Franklln Franklin, TN 37064
(615) 791-3217
FRANKLIN DRAFT Meeting Minutes
Civil War Historical
Commission
Thursday, March 9, 2023 8:00 AM Training Room

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Civil War Historical Commission will be held on the date and
time listed above at 109 3rd Ave. S., Franklin, TN 37064. You may call 615.791.3212 for additional
information. For accommodations due to disabilities or other special arrangements, please contact the
Human Resources Department at 615.791.3216 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
Chair Buckner called the meeting to order at 08:07 AM

Board Members Present: Patrick Baggett, Rich Buckner, Heather Doleshel, Colbi Layne Hogan, Marlene Holmes, Kelly
Kautzman, Alma McLemore, Alan Simms, Pam Lewis, Tony Morreale, Mary Pearce, Fred Reed, Clay Perry, Sam
Huffman

Board Members Absent: Steve Bacon, Eric Jacobson, Racheal Finch

Staff Present: Amanda Rose, Emily Huffer, Brian Walker

ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ms. Rose stated there is a subcommittee meeting at 9:30 a.m. Ms. Rose apologized for the different meeting
location and explained the reason for the new location.

Chair Buckner stated he would not be at the next meeting and the Vice-Chair would not be able to be at the
meeting as well.

Ms. Rose stated according to the by-laws someone else must be elected for that meeting.

Commissioner Pearce moved to select Commissioner Lewis to be the temporary Chair for the May 11, 2023,
meeting. Commissioner Baggett seconded the motion and motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Consideration Of Approval Of Minutes
Sponsors:

A motion was made by Commissioner Lewis, to approve the January 12, 2023 minutes and seconded by
Commissioner Baggett to the Minutes. The motion carried 14-0.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

2. COF Historic Parks Audio Tour
Sponsors: Amanda Rose, Emily Huffer
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Capital Investment Committee Meeting Agenda March 9, 2023

Commissioner Hogan stated at the last meeting we were still brainstorming what new things we might want to add to the
tour and analyzed the current audio stock. Commissioner Hogan stated today we have a meeting to kind of combine some
things like how many stops we need, and Commissioner Doleshel has talked with the company that will be creating all this
(Guide By Cell) and there is not a limit on how many stops we can have. Commissioner Hogan stated we think we have
fifteen signs and when you go to a sign there will be multiple numbers and multiple audio stops within that one sign.
Commissioner Lewis stated the shorter audio versions are more attractive than the longer versions.

Commissioner Doleshel stated she wanted to add they have mapped out visually where the stops currently are and what
would be to interpret between the stops and has strategically looked at how the stop locations should be.

Chair Buckner commended the subcommittee on the great work that has been done.

3. U.S. Line Markers
Sponsors: Amanda Rose

Ms. Rose stated the committee has been meeting very regularly and this committee is ready to move forward to the March
28th work session for the Board of Mayor and Alderman. Ms. Rose stated the subcommittee will be providing a presentation
to seek a formal endorsement. Ms. Rose stated the work session starts at 5 p.m. and she isn’t sure where the item is on the
agenda yet. Ms. Rose encouraged commissioners to attend.

Commissioner Lewis requested to know if there could be any pushback.

Commissioner Baggett stated he didn’t think so, but the only issue would be the cost has increased.

Ms. Rose presented the presentation and explained the overview of the project is to provide a U.S. Army defense line during
the Battle of Franklin and the line has been based on the historical mapping. Ms. Rose stated the intent of this proposal is to
better understand the extent and impact of this battle on the community with visuals to the landscape.

Commissioner Lewis stated this has been talked about for many years and we now finally have a source to get the markers
and we have all agreed on limestone and some of the hold up has been getting easements and state right-of-way and there
are 19 markers.

Ms. Rose stated there are 10 locations, which Ms. Rose showed, and 19 markers.

Discussion ensued on the maps and how this is the best guess map.

Commissioner Baggett suggested it be made clear in a resolution what maps it is based on for the record.

Commissioner Lewis requested to know the two maps and Ms. Rose stated Moscow Carter and Ruger.

Ms. Rose stated the marker has changed to a 5ft. tall marker, made from limestone material.

Mr. Walker stated having deep engraving for the lettering makes it stand out.

Ms. Rose stated a pilot project has been proposed to place the first two markers at the Carter Hill Battlefield Park and these
two initial markers are pledged to be donated by a non-profit of Save the Franklin Battlefield and Battlefield Trust. Ms. Rose
stated this pilot program is for the community to see these markers and see how they will look. Ms. Rose stated staff is

proposing to phase this program over the next two years.

Commissioner Perry moved to endorse this presentation. Commissioner Huffman seconded the motion and the motion
carried unanimously.

Commissioner Pearce questioned if there was a budget laid out.
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Capital Investment Committee Meeting Agenda March 9, 2023

Ms. Rose stated there needs to be surveying done and explained she was working with Finance and the budget director.

Commissioner Lewis stated it has been her knowledge that if you go to BOMA with some numbers from private entities it
helps.

Ms. Rose suggested any members of the Commission should show up at the BOMA meeting.
Commissioner Pearce stated she would like to see some numbers of a private goal.

Ms. Rose stated they are asking for $145,000 and broke down the cost per statue of $5,600 per marker and $20,000 has been
put in for surveying.

Commissioner Lewis stated there is money to at least start at Carter Hill.

Commissioner Pearce stated the Sons of the Union Veterans would probably do something and we can say we anticipate
some private money.

Commissioner Lewis suggested anyone email Ms. Rose about any money.
Discussion ensued on possible donations for the project and how to collect the money.
Commissioner Reed questioned if there were any grants available.

Ms. Rose stated that it was too premature for her to speak to that because we haven’t figured out the educational
component.

Commissioner Reed suggested maybe doing a comparison and contrast to other cities.

Ms. Rose stated the way it can be approached at the meeting is we can say that Save the Franklin Battlefield will purchase
the first two and we have very strong interest from private groups who that will pledge in the amount of such and such. Ms.
Rose stated in addition as we move forward, we may find a number of grant opportunities for which we may apply that may
soften that a little bit.

Commissioner Lewis questioned where we will be at next year at this time.

Ms. Rose stated as the subcommittee continues to discuss how we want to enhance this with some sort of educational
component whether it is to have little signs next to it with a QR code, or to do physical hard copies, or to do some kind of
mapping on our website, these are some things that could be done for an educational aspect.

Commissioner Lewis stated she felt Ms. Rose was right in that we have the educational component for Mr. Sam Gant.

Mr. Chip spoke stating he was a concerned citizen who worked closely with Mr. Gant on the trench line markers as part of
the Save the Franklin Battlefield he also worked with him on the grants from Sons of the Union Veterans because he is the
local camp commander as well as the senior vice commander of the state of Tennessee. Mr. Chip stated grants from Sons of
the Union Veterans were approved two years ago but he is in the process of redoing those due to the changes that have
occurred. Mr. Chip stated those grants are earmarked to go to Save the Franklin Battlefield for the first two markers. Mr. Chip
stated he just wants to make sure this continues in Mr. Gant’s honor and memory.

Discussion ensued on how much money was earmarked for the first two markers and it was stated about $12,000.
Commissioner Baggett stated he would work to get a number.
Commissioner Huffman stated he felt his number should be no more than this amount and there will be some private money

raised. Commissioner Huffman stated once these two are put up people will want to send us money. Commissioner
Huffman suggested the money should be sent to the Battle of Franklin Trust.
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Capital Investment Committee Meeting Agenda March 9, 2023

Commissioner Lewis stated there are enough nonprofits to accept donations.

With the motion having been made and discussed the motion carried unanimously.

4. Historic Wayfinding Signs
Sponsors: Amanda Rose

Chair Buckner stated the signs are going in and has heard wonderful reviews. Chair Buckner stated they have made progress,
but the Streets Department is getting busy with other work besides the signs and the pace will go slow with getting them up.

Ms. Rose explained the Streets Department will be able to pick up again in the fall when things slow down for them. Ms.
Rose noted the signs that have been put up already and stated the entirety of Murfreesboro Road from city limits to
downtown has been completed as well as the majority of Hillsboro Road to Five Points and there are a few downtown like
around MLK Way and Lewisburg is underway to Goose Creek and then go to Cool Springs/McEwen area.

Commissioner Simms requested to know the number of how many are up.

Chair Buckner stated there are a total of 94 signs.

Ms. Rose stated about she didn’t have that exact number available but guessed 25 to 30.

Chair Buckner stated the Wayfinding Subcommittee is not done because we have to deal with I-65. Chair Buckner stated he
met with Mr. Paul Holzen to discuss the proposed sign that we always wanted on the highway that says Historic Franklin and
next so many exits. Chair Buckner stated the concerns we have had all along is how we deal with TDOT and whether we can
get the word Historic in front of Franklin which would be adding two signs. Chair Buckner stated he was told the signs would
be $7,000 each and Mr. Holzen stated that he didn’t think putting the word Historic in front of Franklin would be a big

deal. Chair Buckner stated he wanted to bring up to the commission and get everybody’s thoughts on whether to have two
signs that say, “Franklin next five Exits or to have two signs that say Historic Franklin next four Exits”.

Commissioner Simms requested to know if there is an existing sign now.

Chair Buckner stated there is none.

Commissioner Simms requested to know if the color will be like the other signs.

Ms. Rose stated no since it is a federal highway and explained the colors must match all the other federal signs on the
highway.

Commissioner Lewis suggested Ms. Rose get in touch with Mr. John Schorer who used to be the TDOT Commissioner and ask
how to go about doing this.

Chair Buckner stated Mr. Holzen stated he didn’t think it would be a big issue to put up two signs that it would cost money.
Chair Buckner rephrased his earlier question of whether to have a sign that said “Franklin” and it would be before the
Moores Lane exit or one that said “Historic Franklin” before Cool Springs on the South.

Commissioner Reed stated he felt Historic Franklin would be best.

Chair Buckner further explained the placement of the I-65 signage in relation to the other signs that will be put out.

The consensus was to have “Historic Franklin” on the signage.

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Capital Investment Committee Meeting Agenda March 9, 2023

Mr. Walker stated the windstorms from the other day caused some trees to come down in our parks like
Harlinsdale and the cemeteries, but no markers were harmed. Mr. Walker stated they are starting
construction on the bridge that will go across from Harlinsdale to Chestnut Bend which connects into Bi-
Centennial Park. Mr. Walker stated at Winstead Hill they installed 13 additional Chestnut trees and explained
the blight of the Chestnut tree.

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Baggett stated Franklin’s Charge has the Williams tract next to the library under contract and
explained the grants submitted to collect the money.

Commissioner Lewis stated the DAR is honoring Margaret Martin, Lillian Stewart and Ann Petersen tonight.

Commissioner Kautzman stated they have specialty tours going this month and one is a Women'’s History
tour.

Commissioner McLemore stated they did get final approval on 264 Natchez St. and they are really excited
about that and we are ready to get started. Commissioner McLemore stated there are a couple of other

events coming up and would send information to Ms. Rose to get the information out to everyone.

Commissioner Huffman stated that Save the Franklin Battlefield is ready to get the first two markers started.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 09:26 AM p.m.

Chair Date
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1 H 109 3rd Ave S.
CIty Of Franklln Franklin, TN 37064

(615) 791-3217

HISTORIC
FREANKLIN

TEMMESSEE

File #: 21-04575

DATE: April 17, 2023
TO: Civil War Historical Commission
FROM: Eric Stuckey, City Administrator

SUBJECT:

Consideration of Williamson Remembers Historical Markers.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information to the Civil War Historic Commission
concerning the Williamson Remebers Historical Markers.

BACKGROUND/STAFF COMMENTS:
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
RECOMMENDATION:

City of Franklin Pagelof1l
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY REMEMBRANCE PROJECT - MARKER NO. 1

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, DENIED

The end of the Civil War in 1865 led to a period of opportunity and equal rights
known as the Reconstruction Era, 1865-1877. By the 1880s, federal troops had
left the South and neither Congress nor the federal courts took steps to protect
civil rights of Black people. In Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) the Supreme Court ruled
separate but equal was the law of the land. "Jim Crow" segregation was the
result in politics and the courts for the next 70 years. Schools and most public
spaces were segregated by race. The right of Black men to vote, to serve in
juries, and to hold public office were severely limited, if not eliminated. Nor did
government protect Black citizens from extra-legal violence and domestic
terrorism. Denied free and impartial trials, too many Black citizens became
victims of White lynch mobs. Lynchings of African Americans were one of the
most public and brutal forms of racial terrorism. Across the United States, at least
4,000 such lynchings occurred.

Williamson County did not escape this brutal period in history. Racially
motivated lynchings, murder and violence targeted Black residents. The
Remembrance Project believes that by confronting with honesty this history, our
community will be stronger and more united in its quest to realize the promise of
Liberty and Justice for All made by our nation's Founders.

This Marker is the first of three markers of the Williamson County Remembrance
Project. Other markers are located at the City Cemetery.

PROPOSED LOCATION:

Northeast Corner of Third Avenue South/Public Square
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY REMEMBRANCE PROJECT - MARKER NO. 2

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, DENIED

In the summer of 1868, a series of documented racially motivated terror kilings
happened in Williamson County. On July 19th, local Ku Klux Klan members
lynched an African American, William Guthrie, for allegedly assaulting Mary
Ezell, a White woman. Next, unidentified African American residents killed John
Ezell, Mary’s brother, who they believed was guilty of Guthrie’s lynching. The Klan
escalated the violence by lynching three victims in August. An unidentified
African American was hanged near the Bostick home, known as Everbright, on
Carter’'s Creek Pike. Then the Klan next attacked White Jewish merchant,
Samuel A. Bierfield, at his Franklin business, located at the present-day
intersection of 4ih Avenue and Main Street. It is believed that Mr. Bierfield was
attacked because some Klan members suspected he was present when John
Ezell was killed, and others believed Beirfield sympathized with the town's
African American residents. The Klan lynched Bierfield by shooting him to death
and leaving his body in the street. Bierfield's employee and formerly enslaved
African American, Lawrence Bowman, also was shot by the Klan and died the
following day from wounds sustained in the attack. Bierfield has been
recognized as the first Jewish person lynched in the United States.

This Marker is the second of three markers of the Wiliamson County
Remembrance Project. Other markers are in Franklin's Square and the City
Cemetery.

PROPOSED LOCATION:

Northwest Corner of Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave./N. Margin St.
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY REMEMBRANCE PROJECT - MARKER NO. 3

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, DENIED

Between 1877 and 1891, the following five horrific racially motivated terror
lynchings of African American men took place in Williamson County. On March
18, 1877, masked men violently took Jim Walker, accused of rape and murder,
from the County Courthouse and hanged him, without a trial. In 1878, a White
lynch mob took Calvin Beatty from the county jail for allegedly raping a child
and hanged him at a location near Moores Lane. In October that year another
White lynch mob chased John Thomas, who it alleged raped a White child, for 3
miles before hanging him outside Franklin. On August 10, 1888, members of the
local Ku Klux Klan violently removed Amos Miller, who was accused of the rape
of a White woman, from the courtroom at the County Courthouse and hanged
him from the courthouse's second story rather than allow him a fair trial. On April
30, 1891, a White lynch mob took Jim Taylor, accused of shooting a police
officer, and hanged him on the Murfreesboro Road Bridge near downtown
Franklin.

This Marker is the third of three markers of the Williamson County Remembrance
Project. Other markers are in Franklin's Square and the City Cemetery.

PROPOSED LOCATION:
Southwest Corner of Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave./N. Margin Street
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